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To empower our Community – Our people 

To feel solid and strong like the rock in Mundalbe 

To taste and hear the breaking waves of change 

To establish clean, safe, healthy lifestyles togetherness 

Pride and respect for each other in our culture, achievements and successes. 

To see and smell the compassion and peacefulness of our community 
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Order Of Business 

1 Opening of Meeting .................................................................................................................. 5 

2 Present ....................................................................................................................................... 5 

3 Apologies .................................................................................................................................. 5 

4 Disclosure of Interest – Councillors and Staff ...................................................................... 5 

5 Condolences and Memorials .................................................................................................. 5 

6 Chief Executive Officer's Reports .......................................................................................... 6 

6.1 LGM Asset Mutual Proposal ........................................................................................ 6 

6.2 Inclusion of Acknowledgement of Country ................................................................ 29 

7 Confidential Reports .............................................................................................................. 30 

Nil 

8 Closure..................................................................................................................................... 30 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

2 PRESENT 

3 APOLOGIES 

4 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – COUNCILLORS AND STAFF 

5 CONDOLENCES AND MEMORIALS 
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6 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORTS 

6.1 LGM ASSET MUTUAL PROPOSAL 

Author: Acting Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 1 LGMA Briefing Notes   
2 LGMA Mutual Asset Proposal    

  

PURPOSE (EXECUTIVE SUMMARY) 

Council is continuously looking at ways to minimise costs and expenditures to enhance budget 
outcomes and operate as efficiently as possible. One area of costs identified where some savings 
may be possible is insurance premium cost. In 2019/20 this Council paid $600,000 in insurance 
premiums to provide comprehensive insurance cover, including cover over approximately $44m 
worth of building assets and infrastructure. 

This report is for Council to consider a proposal to join with other indigenous Councils to form and 
participate in a mutual liability scheme, with the specific aim to enhance cover and to minimise 
annual premiums. 

 

BACKGROUND & PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Through the Indigenous Leaders Forum, indigenous councils are looking for a more sustainable 
insurance option in regards to Asset Insurance. In recent years premiums routinely rise year on 
year, on average between 20-30%, irrespective of claims made. 

The Indigenous Leaders Forum has:  

• in June 2019 suggested that some form of bulk buying arrangement for insurance should 

be considered. 

• in October 2019 passed a motion as follows: 
To direct LGM to review current and future asset insurance needs and costs with a view 
for a collective strategy to minimise the costs of insurance premiums. 

 

Generally speaking, Insurers globally and specifically Australia have been impacted by natural 
disaster events, with increasing claims, volatility in financial markets and we are now seeing a 
contraction in the capacity and lack of availability of insurers in the market. 

 
Currently there are limited options for Councils identifying insurers that are willing to provide and 
have the capacity to provide adequate cover. And in addition, Insurers have limited appetite to take 
on the unique risk profile of indigenous councils.  
 
Bullet points for consideration; 

 
• Some councils have different structural arrangements – eg some don’t have cyclone cover. 

There is a body of work that will need to be done to transition these into a more favourable 
structure – particularly the case of the AON insured councils.    

 

• Existing Mutual Scheme (Assets): 
o There is a current LGM Assets scheme with 51 member councils – so why not just 

add the indigenous councils into this existing scheme – why re-invent the wheel?  
o The risk profile of this group of indigenous councils is different and so will need to 

form a tower within the existing LGM scheme.  This will give you ownership in a 
collective within a collective. It is about ownership of the finances. 75% was the 
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original figure for the existing LGM Assets model. The more councils that participate 
the better in this type of arrangement. 
 

• Like the current LGM Asset scheme existing members can withdraw at any time under 

certain circumstances. 

 

• Next Steps: 

o JLT [Jardine Lloyd Thompson] Insurance needs your authority to approach the 

market to get a price. 

o At the same time councils should continue to pursue pricing from their current 

insurers for the 2020/21 financial year. 

o Committing to a mutual scheme: CEOs indicated that they will probably need to take 

this decision to their councils for a decision. 

 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

There is no cost to Council to participate in the exploration of a proposal to establish a mutual 
asset scheme. Depending on the outcome Council may benefit from reduced insurance premium 
costs in future years. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council participate in the proposal from LGM Assets for a collective insurance arrangement 
on behalf of Councils, and to allow JLT as the appointed Scheme Manager to engage with the 
insurance market on Council’s behalf. 
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6.2 INCLUSION OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Author: Governance Coordinator 

Attachments: Nil 
  

PURPOSE (EXECUTIVE SUMMARY) 

It has been raised recently that the current Mornington Shire Council meeting procedures do not 
embrace an Acknowledgement of Country. 

The purpose of this report is to elucidate the significance of an Acknowledgement to Country, and 
to encourage Council to consider the inclusion of Acknowledgement of Country in all future 
Mornington Shire Council meeting procedures. 

BACKGROUND & PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

An Acknowledgment of Country is often made at the commencement of an event, such as formal 
occasion, meeting or speech. It can be performed by any person (indigenous or non-indigenous) 
and essentially pays respect to Traditional Owners and ongoing custodians of the land and 
emphasizes the cultural significance of customs, land and history. Acknowledgement of Country 
also promises the upkeep of appreciation of and respect to Traditional Owners (both past and 
present). 

An Acknowledgment of Country can be generalized, or can be altered to be specific – this is 
depending on the Country on which the Acknowledgment is being made. For example, for 
Mornington Island the Acknowledgment of Country could be delivered as; 

General: I would like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
meet today. I would also like to pay my respects to Elders past and present. 

or 

Specific: I would like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
meet today, the Lardil people of Mornington Island and pay our respects to Elders past and 
present. We would also like to acknowledge the Kaiadilt and Yangkaal people who share our 
homelands. 

The inclusion of Acknowledgement of Country in Mornington Shire Council meeting procedures 
has been considered a necessity in that it reinforces Council’s ongoing reverence of traditional 
custodians of the land on which we live and work and assists in maintaining the Council’s cultural 
awareness. 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council agree to adopt one of the two acknowledgments listed in the report. 

2. That Council endorse the Acknowledgment of Country to be quoted verbally at the 
commencement of all future Council meetings. 

3. That Council approve the Acknowledgment of Country to be included as an obligatory part of 
all future Council meeting agenda’s.   
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7 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS    

Nil  

8 CLOSURE 
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